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Symbiosis School of International Studies 

Name of Programme- MA (International Studies) 

Best practice 2025-2026 

 

Title of the best practice – SSIS All India Students’ Research Conclave 2025: “Beyond 

Traditional Diplomacy: India’s Engagement with Flexible Partnerships in a Changing World” 

Context of the workshop – The SSIS Students’ Research Conclave 2025 was held in virtual mode 

on September 13, 2025, as a student-focused academic initiative linked to the International 

Relations Conference (IRC) 2025. In an era marked by geopolitical, economic, and technological 

shifts, the conclave focused on India’s engagement with flexible, non-traditional partnerships and 

fostered interdisciplinary and international academic dialogue in International Relations. 

Objectives of the practice – The main objectives were to provide a platform for students to present 

research on India’s flexible and innovative diplomatic engagements, to promote interdisciplinary 

perspectives by drawing participants from diverse fields such as Law, Psychology, English, and 

International Relations, and to encourage critical analysis of India’s regional, multilateral, and 

issue-based partnerships. 

The Practice – The conclave, conducted online on September 13, 2025, invited research paper 

submissions from students across India and Indonesia. After a review process, shortlisted 

participants presented their papers in a structured virtual forum. Diverse disciplinary perspectives 

contributed to rich discussions on how India’s foreign policy is adapting to contemporary global 

challenges. A panel of evaluators assessed the presentations on research quality, originality, and 

communication. Three winners were selected, announced at IRC 2025, and felicitated by the 

Hon’ble Chief Guest, Shri Periasamy Kumaran. 

Obstacles faced and strategies – Organizing an international, interdisciplinary conclave in virtual 

mode posed challenges related to coordination across institutions and countries, accommodating 

different time zones, and ensuring active participation and smooth conduct of sessions. These 

issues were addressed through careful scheduling to suit participants from India and Indonesia, 
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clear communication of guidelines and timelines, use of reliable online platforms with technical 

support, and a well-defined evaluation rubric to maintain fairness and rigor. 

Impact of the practice – The conclave strengthened linkages between Indian institutions and 

Indonesian universities, enhancing the global character of SSIS initiatives. The experience 

improved students’ research, presentation, and critical thinking skills and encouraged them to 

engage with non-traditional dimensions of diplomacy. By integrating international participation 

and showcasing student scholarship at IRC 2025, the conclave enhanced the visibility and 

academic reputation of the program and advanced international educational collaborations in 

International Relations. 
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Symbiosis School of International Studies 

Name of Programme- MA (International Studies) 

Best practice 2025-2026 

 

Title of the Best Practice 

"Crafting Narratives: Best Practices in International Relations and Digital Long-Form Journalism 

Workshop". 

Context of the Workshop- The International Relations Digital Longform Journalism (IRDLJ) 

course equips students with essential digital competencies while introducing emerging research 

methods, including visual ethnography and narrative storytelling. IRDLJ projects are designed to 

assess the skills students develop throughout the semester, demonstrating their ability to apply 

these methods in practice. These competencies are intended to support students in both their future 

academic pursuits and professional careers. 

Objectives of the Practice 

This workshop aimed to bridge theoretical knowledge with practical application by training 

students in digital journalism methodologies. The objectives included: developing research skills 

through SDG-focused investigations, enhancing data collection techniques using netnography and 

structured interviews, building proficiency in digital tools for survey creation and content 

visualization, fostering storytelling capabilities through smart arts and infographics, and 

introducing digital publishing platforms. 

The Practice- Day 1 (19th September 2025): The day began with a recap session on SDG Goals, 

exploring the interconnectedness of global challenges and local realities. A walking tour and topic 

brainstorming session followed, where students identified research opportunities in Viman Nagar, 

transitioning from broad SDG themes to investigable stories. Research methodology discussions 

finalized topics, followed by sessions on data collection methods including netnography and 

interview questions. Students learned survey creation using Google Forms, Typeform, and Survey 

Monkey, concluding with discussions on research questions and presentations on research plans. 
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Day 2 (20th September 2025): The second day started with timeline setting and responsibility 

assignment. Students conducted fieldwork around campus with faculty support. Sessions on 

creating smart arts and infographics equipped students with visual communication skills. An 

introduction to digital publishing covered shorthand and alternative platforms. Extensive hands-

on practice sessions allowed students to apply learned techniques, culminating in presentations 

and feedback sessions. 

Final Presentations (16th October 2025): Students presented their completed digital long-form 

journalism projects, demonstrating integrated application of research methodologies, data 

collection, visual storytelling, and digital publishing skills. 

Obstacles Faced and Strategies 

Initial challenges included students' limited familiarity with digital journalism tools and time 

constraints for completing fieldwork within the two-day format. These were addressed through 

faculty mentorship during fieldwork, extended hands-on practice sessions, troubleshooting 

support, and providing additional resources.  

Impact of the Workshop Practice 

This best practice integrates innovative digital tools and research methodologies into international 

relations education. Participants gained understanding of connecting SDG frameworks to local 

realities while developing research skills in topic identification, methodology selection, and data 

collection. Students acquired proficiency in digital tools for surveys, infographics, and publishing 

platforms, enhancing employable skill sets. The workshop fostered critical thinking and 

strengthened ability to create compelling narratives. This outcome-based approach built 

confidence in executing journalism projects, preparing students for academic and professional 

development in digital media and international relations fields. 

 

 

 


