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India and Development Partnerships in Asia and Africa: Towards
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Maharashtra, H.E. Mr. Hamid Karzai, GCMG, Hon'ble President,
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IRC 2015
Link West: India and the Gulf
(Left to Right- Dr. S. B. Mujumdar, Founder & President, Symbiosis
Society and Chancellor, Symbiosis International University,
Shri Vidyasagar Rao, Hon'ble Governor of Maharashtra,
Shri Hamid Ansari, Hon'ble Vice President of India and Shri Girish
Bapat, Hon'ble Guardian Minister of Pune.)
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India and the Indian Ocean: Sustainability, Security and
Development
(Left to Right- Ms. Shivali Lawale, Director, Symbiosis School of
International Studies, Dr. Vidya Yeravdekar, Principal Director,
Symbiosis Society, Dr. S. B. Mujumdar, Founder & President,
Symbiosis Society and Chancellor, Symbiosis International
University, Dr. Ali Al Bimani, Vice Chancellor, Sultan Qaboos
University, Sultanate of Oman, Mr. Ram Madhav, Director, India
Foundation, Mr. Amar Sinha, Secretary (Economic Relations),
Ministry of External Affairs, India, and Dr. Rajani Gupte, Vice
Chancellor, Symbiosis International University.)
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Message from the Chancellor's Desk

Dr. S. B. Mujumdar
Symbiosis was established in 1971 as a 'home away from home' for
foreign students. Today, our endeavor of establishing 'international
relations' through our personal concern for the welfare of these
foreign students has indeed come a full circle with the establishment of the Symbiosis School of
international Studies (SSIS) and the annual International Relations Conference (IRC).
The first four editions of the IRC titled 'India and Development Partnerships in Asia and Africa:
Towards New Paradigm' in 2013, 'India's Look East- Act East Policy: A Bridge to the Asian
Neighborhood' in2014, 'Link West: India and the Gulf' in 2015 and 'India and the Indian Ocean:
Sustainability, Security and Development' in 2016, were well attended and well-received by highlevel policy-makers, business leaders, members of academia and media from India and abroad. This
year, the IRC is titled 'India-EU: Enhancing Strategic Partnerships'.
It gives me great pleasure to see that Symbiosis, true to its motto- Vasudhaiva Kutumbkam, is
progressing well on the path to contributing to the country's endeavors of fostering good
international relations.
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Message from the Pro Chancellor's Desk

Dr. Vidya Yeravdekar
It gives me great pleasure to see the annual International Relations Conference (IRC) grow from
strength to strength with each passing year. The first four editions of the IRC were very well received
by a large number of stakeholders that included policy- makers, bureaucrats, corporate leaders,
media professionals, NGOs, academics, faculty and students. The fifth edition of the IRC will bring
together professionals from India and the countries of the European Union to discuss and
recommend steps forward in the formulation of a more interactive foreign policy towards this region.
Through our initiatives, like the annual IRC, we are striving to make Pune, and particularly Symbiosis
International University a name to reckon with vis-a-vis international relations.
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Message from the Vice Chancellor's Desk

Dr. Rajani Gupte
The success of the first four editions of the International Relations Conference (IRC) which were held
in 2013, 2014 , 2015 and 2016 is a reflection of the Symbiosis International University's (SIU)
endeavour to engage with various stakeholders across the globe. The IRC 2017 titled 'India-EU:
Enhancing Strategic Partnerships ' will receive high-level participation from India and the countries of
the EU.
This exercise will also help in promoting our cultural and educational ties which will create future
prospects for research collaborations, as well as student exchanges. The conference is an excellent
platform to network and build relationships that will take SIU's objective of internationalization
forward.
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ABOUT SYMBIOSIS INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY (SIU)
Symbiosis is a family of 48 academic Institutions across campuses located in Pune, Nasik, Bengaluru,
NOIDA and Hyderabad imparting quality education for over 45 years. Dr. S B Mujumdar established
Symbiosis on the principles of Vedic thought of "World as One Family" and is resplendent of the
activities and students of several countries. The University was established under Section 3 of UGC Act,
1956 and offers over a hundred programmes at Diploma, Undergraduate, Postgraduate and Doctoral
levels under the faculties of Law, Management, Computer Studies, Health and Biomedical Sciences,
Media, Communication and Design, Humanities and Social Sciences, and Engineering. The Symbiosis
International University was given "Deemed to be University" status by the Ministry of Human
Resource Development in 2002. The University is re-accredited by NAAC with Grade 'A' and CGPA of
3.58 on a four point scale.
The University has a vibrant, multi-ethnic, multi-cultural environment and state-of-the-art
infrastructure that attracts students from all states of India and over 85 countries. It also has MOUs
with several renowned universities of the world and encourages students & faculty to participate in its
programmes. With collaborative networks with several universities from different parts of the world,
SIU provides a very conducive, interactive and inspiring environment to create true global citizens.
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ABOUT SYMBIOSIS SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
(SSIS)
In the contemporary scenario, India's interest in the world as well as the world's interest in India is visibly at its
highest. Therefore, it becomes imperative that Indian scholarship on global issues should respond to the
opportunities that this presents. To this end, the Symbiosis School of International Studies (SSIS) endeavours to
provide a platform for teaching and research in international relations, with an emphasis on India and its role in
global affairs. Set up in consonance with the broader vision of Symbiosis Society, which is "to integrate with the
world", SSIS strives to constantly engage in scholarly pursuits in an environment of intellectual fellowship, aimed
at the academic enrichment of the entire community.
The M.A. (International Studies) programme offered by SSIS seeks to equip students with knowledge and skills
pertinent to address the 21st century global challenges. The holistic nature of courses offered under the M.A.
(International Studies) programme provides students with the lens to critically examine analyse and understand
contemporary issues based on a multi-disciplinary approach.
The specialization offered under the course on Area Studies fosters scholarship of the region informed by a
deeper understanding of an interconnected and interdependent world. The choice of regions offered includes Europe/North America and Asia. The students are also offered a choice of foreign language as part of Area Studies
course (Arabic/ French/ Spanish/ Chinese).
The curriculum includes mandatory internship in the third semester that prepares students for careers with CSOs,
NGOs, international organizations, think tanks, civil services, media, academia, consultancies and financial
institutions.
Our faculty members are a good blend of prominent academicians, active researchers and practitioners, attesting
to the belief that the best pedagogy comes from a mix of theory and praxis. The students benefit from the
contributions of different types of practitioners of international relations, whether they are from diplomacy, the
corporates, think-tanks or international organisations. The diverse background of both the faculty and the
postgraduate students makes for a cosmopolitan and enriching environment.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS CONFERENCES 2013-16 :
SOME SNAPSHOTS
The Symbiosis School of International Studies(SSIS) with the
support of the Division of Public Diplomacy, Ministry of External
Affairs, Government of India, organized its first edition of the
International Relations Conference titled 'India and its
Development Partnerships in Asia and Africa: Towards a New
Paradigm' in December 2013. The conference was inaugurated
by Hon'ble Vice President of India, Mr. Hamid Ansari. The special
guest of honour at the event was H.E. Mr. Hamid Karzai, GCMG,
Hon'ble President, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan. Eminent
members of academia, government officials, ministers,
corporate leaders and experts from over 25 countries attended
the conference to deliberate on the various tracks that were
identified for the conference.
In 2014, the theme of the conference focused on the evolving
contours of India's foreign policy for the South and Southeast
Asian region and was titled 'India's Look East- Act East Policy: A
Bridge to the Asian Neighbourhood'. The conference was
inaugurated by Hon'ble Minister of Road Transport and
Highways, Shri. Nitin Gadkari. Dr. Ram Sharan Mahat, Finance
Minister of Nepal; Mr. Anil Wadhwa, Secretary (East),
Government of India; Mr. Md. ShahriarAlam, State Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Bangladesh, were the special guests of honour
at the event. Mr. KirenRijiju, Hon'ble Minister of State for Home
Affairs of India, was the key note speaker at the session on
Defence and Security and also held an interactive session with
the students.
In 2015, the School organized its third edition of the IRC titled
'Link West: India and the Gulf'. The discussions at the conference
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explored the myriad aspects of India's relations with the Gulf
region.
The conference was inaugurated by the Hon'ble Vice President of
India, Shri. M. Hamid Ansari. During his introductory speech, the
Vice President reiterated the importance of the Gulf and the
pressing need for peace and stability in this region, and its
consequences for India. Hon'ble Governor of Maharashtra,
Shri. C. Vidyasagar Rao, and Hon'ble Guardian Minister for Pune,
Shri. Girish Bapat also graced the occasion with their presence.
In 2016, the IRC titled "India and the Indian Ocean: Sustainability, Security and Development", discussed and deliberated
on how the dynamics of the Indian Ocean region is expected to
influence the geopolitical trajectories in the coming decades of
the much discussed Asian Century. The conference also
addressed developments that are shaping the internal dynamics
apart from mapping challenges and opportunities for India as
well as engaged with analysis of the IOR from various
perspectives like history, economy, geopolitics, culture, energy,
trade, migration and diaspora-related issues. The guests of
honour were Mr. Ram Madhav, Director, India Foundation, Mr.
Amar Sinha, Secretary, Economic Relations, Ministry of External
Affairs, Government of India and H.E Dr. Ali Al-Bimani, Vice
Chancellor, Sultan Qaboos University, Sultanate of Oman. The
Conference was supported by the Ministry of External Affairs,
Vivekananda International Foundation and India Foundation.
The International Relations Conferences have proven to be a
worthy exercise and have been well received, and were widely
covered by local and national media.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS CONFERENCE 2017
INDIA-EU: ENHANCING STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS
RATIONALE:
The India-EU Agenda for Action 2020 which was endorsed by Mr. Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of
India, Mr. Donald Tusk, President of the European Council and Mr. Jean-Claude Juncker, President of
the European Commission at the 13th India-EU Summit in March 2016 delineates the areas of
cooperation between India and the European Union.
The recently concluded 14th India-EU Summit builds on the outcomes of the previous summit and
provides further momentum to the strategic partnerships that the two sides have agreed to consider
taking forward.
Under the aegis of the Symbiosis International University (SIU), the Symbiosis School of International
Studies (SSIS) will be organizing its fifth International Relations Conference (IRC) on 2-3 December,
2017 titled "India-EU: Enhancing Strategic Partnerships", in Pune.
The conference will bring together ministers, diplomats, corporate leaders, academics, members of
civil society organizations, NGOs and media professionals from India and the EU, to deliberate on the
myriad aspects of India's foreign policy which includes issues related to trade and investments,
security cooperation, clean and renewable energy, education and cultural cooperation, amongst
others, vis-à-vis the EU.
Deliberations at this conference will be oriented around the four following sessions:
1.
PARTNERSHIPS FOR SECURITY
At the 21st IISS Fullerton Lecture in Singapore in 2015, Foreign Secretary, Dr. S. Jaishankar, stated that
'India welcomes the growing reality of a multi-polar world, as it does, of a multi-polar Asia. We,
therefore, want to build our bilateral relationships with all major players, confident that progress in
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one account opens up possibilities in others.' This statement reflects the BJP-led government's
commitment to widen India's diplomatic footprint on the global stage and engage with a wide range of
issues which includes security cooperation.
Although India's strategic security partnership with the EU dates back to 2004, it was only after the
India-EU Summit in March 2016 that the partnership has shown signs of moving forward. Other than
mutually agreeing on issues like nuclear non-proliferation, counter-terrorism and maritime security,
both India and the EU share concerns over countries like Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran and regions like
West Asia. In this regard, the topics that would be elaborated under this session are:
1.1. Maritime security
The opportunities for cooperation vis-à-vis maritime security between the EU and India are manifold,
especially in the Indian Ocean region. Piracy, human and drug trafficking and maritime terrorism are
some of the non-conventional security challenges that both sides are grappling with in the Indian
Ocean region. Between 2008 and 2012, scores of cargo vessels carrying chemicals, oil and military
equipment were attacked by Somalian pirates off the Horn of Africa. This strategic area which includes
the Gulf of Aden, the Western Indian Ocean and the Arabian Sea makes for an important commercial
route for over 20,000 cargo vessels every year.
About 30 percent of European and $110 billion worth of Indian trade transits annually through the Gulf
of Aden. Moreover, the Gulf region remains a vital source of oil and gas imports for India and the EU. It is
therefore very important for both sides to maintain and secure these crucial Sea Lanes of
Communication (SLOCs). The European Naval Force Somalia (EU NAVFOR), which was launched in
2008, has been successful in curbing the growing menace of piracy in the region. EUCAP Somalia and
EU CRIMARIO are the other EU led and financed security initiatives in the Indian Ocean region.
India's growing strategic geo-political role, both regionally and globally, finds resonance in its revised
2015 Maritime Doctrine-Ensuring Secure Seas: Indian Maritime Security Strategy. India sees itself as a
"net security provider" in the region. In this regard, the strategy addresses the evolving security
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dynamics in the Indian Ocean region and clearly delineates the role of the Indian Navy. The Red Sea, the
Gulf of Oman and their littoral regions, South West Indian Ocean including IOR nations therein and East
Coast of Africa littoral regions are now of primary interest for India's maritime security.
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) and Search and Rescue (SAR) are other areas for
more active cooperation between India and the EU. Disaster preparedness, particularly with regard to
advanced early warning systems for tsunamis and cyclones and infrastructure that is created for
disaster-prone zones, is an area for enhanced partnership between the two sides.
Synergies between the EU-led "Blue Growth Strategy" and the Indian "Blue Revolution" initiative could
be pursued to curb illegal fishing and promote coastal economies based on principles of sustainable
development.
The apparent synergies between the two actors could be brought together through various
multilateral fora like the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS), a multilateral forum that was
established in 2012 at the initiative of the Indian Navy, and the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA),
among others.
1.2. Counter-terrorism and cyber-security
India and the EU have both been subject to violent terrorist attacks. The joint declaration that resulted
from the 2016 India-EU Summit clearly delineates potential areas of cooperation between the two
sides with regard to countering terrorism. While the two sides already cooperate on issues like terrorfinancing and designating terror groups, there are areas that they could work together on. In the recent
past, the EU, particularly countries like France, Belgium and Germany, have had to grapple with the
challenge of Islamic militancy and the rise of radicalization. Albeit limited at present, there are valid
concerns about growing radicalization in India as well.
The statement issued from the recently concluded India-EU Dialogue on Counter-Terrorism in New
Delhi reiterated the benefits for both sides from information- and intelligence-sharing as well as
14

cooperation to counter the menace of on-line recruitment of youth by terrorist organizations. Devising
new methods and technologies would bolster the larger effort of ensuring cyber-security.
Both India and the EU lend support to UN-led initiatives and the Financial Action Task Force (FATF).
1.3. Energy security
In 2004, the India-EU Energy Panel was established to address challenges that both the sides face with
regard to energy security. The panel has been mandated to promote cooperation between the two
sides to ensure the security of petrochemical supplies and to maintain the stability of oil prices.
West Asia, particularly Saudi Arabia, Iran and Qatar, remains the major supplier of oil and gas for both
India and the EU. In this regard, political stability in the region is crucial for both sides. Apart from
strengthening cooperation to promote the development of connectivity infrastructure and the
security of sea lines of communication, India and the EU could also explore possibilities to jointly
develop mechanisms for dialogue and confidence-building measures among the principal regional
players to promote security and stability in the West Asian region.
1.4. Non proliferation
The European response to India's nuclear tests in 1998 was not homogenous. While countries like
Germany, Denmark and Sweden suspended development assistance programmes, others like France
and Spain abstained from taking any concrete measures against India. The EU had, then, urged both
India and Pakistan to join the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty. In 2003 the EU had stated that weapons of mass destruction are 'potentially the greatest threat
to our security' and had called for the management of issues related to nuclear proliferation within its
multilateral security governance framework.
In the context of the rising threat of weapons of mass destruction and its linkages with global terrorism,
India and the EU would need to work together to address proliferation challenges while ensuring
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seamless international cooperation vis-à-vis issues related to materials, technology and equipment for
peaceful purposes. India has subscribed to the Hague Code of Conduct against Ballistic Missile
Proliferation (HCoC) and has demonstrated deep engagement with the Nuclear Suppliers' Group
(NSG), the Australia Group and the Wassenaar Arrangement.
Against the backdrop of changing global and regional, particularly South Asian geopolitics and India's
growing importance on the world stage, cooperation with regard to proliferation-related issues
becomes all the more significant.
2.
EXPANDING TRADE AND ECONOMIC TIES
The European Union is India's largest regional trade and investment partner. In 2016, bilateral trade in
goods between the two sides stood at $ 88 billion. In the period 2000-2017, India has received
approximately USD 83 billion as Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) from the EU, which constituted 24
percent of total FDI inflows to the country.
Since 2007, India and the EU have been negotiating the Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement
(BTIA) which includes issues related to trade in goods and services, sanitary & phyto-sanitary
measures, intellectual property rights, technical barriers to trade, dispute settlement, customs and
trade facilitation and procurement among others. While both sides have demonstrated the will to
strengthen bilateral trade and investment ties, they have diverging views and interests with regard to
the BTIA.
Given the changing global scenario, resuming the BTIA would be beneficial for both sides. The TransAtlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP), which was considered to be one of the major trade
partnerships between the EU and the USA and a companion agreement to the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP), was stalled after President Trump assumed office in November 2016. India on its
part is pursuing Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership negotiations (RCEP), involving sixteen
countries with diverse expectations and interests.
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Against the backdrop of these developments, the resolution of the BTIA could prove to be
advantageous for both sides. For India, the EU ranks first amongst its trading partners. European banks
and insurance agencies are well established in India; there are also a number of joint ventures in the
defense sector as well burgeoning partnerships in the automotive sector. The EU, on the other hand,
would have a lot to benefit from the opportunities that India's large market offers.
3.
PARTNERING FOR CLEAN ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE MITIGATION
At the 13th India-EU Summit, both sides adopted a joint declaration on clean energy and climate
partnership which outlines their commitment to dialogue and cooperation on clean energy, energy
efficiency, and climate action.
According to the International Energy Agency, India is already the single largest contributor - about
25percent - to growth in energy demand globally and steep rises in power production and
consumption are expected to accompany India's economic growth.
Both India and the EU have ambitious plans for their energy transition as a means to combat climate
change. A policy-level dialogue on energy between the two sides, which was put in place a few years
ago, explores opportunities to cooperate in the areas of energy efficiency, development of renewable
energy resources including solar, offshore and wind energy research and innovation. In fact, India and
the EU have committed to collaborate to further the objectives of the International Solar Alliance.
In 2016, India and the EU signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for Water Partnership for
clean-up operations of Indian rivers. Under this MoU, the EU will extend technical support to India for
river protection and water management. At the 2017 14th Summit, both sides have committed to
pursue constructive collaboration on the implementation of India's national climate plan.
Europe has dramatically cut down its energy consumption and is moving towards a new energy regime
with decreased dependence on hydrocarbons. Energy technology is an important issue in bilateral
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relations between India and the EU. India is very keen to access European technology to promote clean
energy in the country.
Despite the US withdrawal from the Paris Climate Accord, India, and the EU have reconfirmed their
commitments under the accord and have agreed to step up cooperation to enhance its
implementation and meet its ambitious goals.
At the recently concluded 14th India-EU Summit, both sides have endorsed cooperation to combat
climate change mitigation. This cooperation is further strengthened by the robust involvement of the
European Investment Bank in India in a wide range of key sectors, particularly climate action and
renewable energy.
4.
COOPERATION IN HIGHER EDUCATION AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
Enhanced cooperation in higher education, including India's Global Initiative of Academic Networks
(GIAN) programme and EU's Erasmus+ programme, is an important part of the India-EU Agenda 2020.
There is strong will on both sides to strengthen cooperation and increase student and faculty
exchanges between the two sides.
Delhi and Brussels are already cooperating in several areas, including vocational and educational
training, lifelong learning, transparency, quality and equity in education, recognition of qualifications,
and modernization of higher education, academic excellence, and faculty and student mobility.
The Erasmus+ programme, which was launched in 2014, has recently celebrated its 5000th Indian
alumni and has extended financing opportunities to many Indian universities through joint-Masters'
programmes, short-term mobility, Jean Monnet initiatives for EU studies and capacity-building
projects. India ranks first on Erasmus mobility in the world since its inception in 1987.
With the Trump administration's call for strict visa regulations, the demand from Indian students for
educational opportunities in higher education within the EU could witness an upswing.
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Cooperation between India and the EU with regard to skills development could also be further
strengthened. There is a need to find complementarities and synergies between India's Skill India
initiative and the EU's New Skills Agenda for Europe; this cooperation could prove to be mutually
beneficial.

Expected outcomes
The International Relations Conference- India-EU: Enhancing Strategic Partnerships comes in close on
the heels of the 14th India-EU Summit which was held in New Delhi on 6th October 2017. The
outcomes of the Summit have informed this concept paper. The IRC 2017 could serve as a platform to
further deliberate on the issues delineated in the summit declarations and outcome documents.
The key takeaways that will emerge from the deliberations will provide meaningful insights which
could potentially inform the Indian government's foreign policy outlook for this region. The outcomes
could serve as a basis for developing research agendas by scholars, students and academics around the
key elements of this important area of India's foreign policy
Date: 2- 3 December 2017
Venue: Symbiosis International University, Lavale, Pune
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IRC 2017
AGENDA
DAY I
Saturday, 2 December 2017
11.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m.

INAUGURAL CEREMONY
INAUGURAL KEYNOTE
-

Mr. M. J. Akbar, Minister of State for External Affairs,
Ministry of External Affairs, Govt. of India

-

Speaker from the European Union

LUNCH
1.30 p.m. - 3.30 p.m.

SESSION I
PARTNERSHIPS FOR SECURITY
TEA BREAK

3.45 p.m. - 5.45 p.m.

SESSION II
EXPANDING TRADE AND ECONOMIC TIES
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IRC 2017
AGENDA
DAY II
Sunday, 3 December 2017
10 a.m.- 12.00 p.m.

SESSION III
PARTNERING FOR CLEAN ENERGY AND CLIMATE
CHANGE MITIGATION
LUNCH

1.15 p.m. - 3.15 p.m.

SESSION IV
COOPERATION IN HIGHER EDUCATION AND SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT
TEA BREAK

3.45 p.m. - 4.45 p.m.

VALEDICTORY
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For more details regarding the conference and registration, contact the IRC Secretariat on
Email: irc@symbiosis.ac.in, info@ssispune.edu.in
Telephone: +91 20 6686 1230/ 1231
Work Hours: Monday to Saturday, 9 AM- 5 PM
(Please note, office is closed on public holidays, Sundays and second and fourth Saturdays)
Website: www.irconference.in
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